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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0021 HLC DATE: June 28, 2010
PC DATE: October 12, 2010

APPLICANT: Francis Wilde, owner

HISTORIC NAME: Olson-Foster House

WATERSHED: Wailer Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 3808 Avenue H

ZONING FROM: SF-3-NCCDto SF-3-HNCCD

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from family residence — neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) combining district to
family residence — historic landmark neighborhood conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD)
combining district zoning.

The Olson-Foster House meets the criteria for designation for its architectural and
historical significance, in that it is an excellent example of a 1930s brick Tudor Revival-
styled cottage and typifies middle-class architecture in the Shadow Lawn subdivision. The
house is also associated with the Frank Olson family, prominent Swedish-American
farmers, as well as the R.C. and Anna Nellie Foster. who represent the Lebanese-American
community in the Hyde Park area.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from SF-3NCCD to SF&HNCCD. Vote: 6-0 (Rosato absent).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural
Resources Survey (1984) but without a priority for research.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: ACTION:

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Hyde Park Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:
Architecture:
One-story irregular-plan, side-gabled brick-veneered cottage with a central, front-gabled
projecting entry containing a round-arched entry and door: paired and triple 1:1
fenestration with 9:1 wood screens. The house is typical of the Shadow Lawn section of
Hyde Park, which was designed for the middle class in the 1930s and 1940s.

Historical Associations:
The house was built in 1934 for Frank Oscar and Esther Olson by Martin Shipe and Sons.
Olson was a successful pioneer farmer who lived in the house until his death in 1945. He was
born in Illinois to Swedish immigrants, but then the family relocated to Texas and pursued



Li
agriculture around Manor. The 1900 U.S. Census shows Frank 0. Olson as the 25year old son
of Mr. B. Olson, who was living in rural Travis County. Frank 0. Olson was born in Illinois in
1874: both of his parents had been born in Sweden. The 1900 census report shows that Frank
was married to Esther, who had been born in 1879 in Texas to Swedish-born parents. Frank is
listed as a farmer in the census report. The Olson family had moved to Texas between 1874,
when Frank was born in Illinois, and 1882. when a younger sister, Ida, was born in Texas.
Olson’s 1917 World War I draft registration card shows Frank and Esther Olson living at
Manor, Texas, where he was engaged as a farmer. The 1930 U.S. Census shows F.O. and
Esther (Easter) Olson living in rural Travis County; F.O. was then 55 years old: Esther was
then 52. The only child living with them at that time was their daughter Gladys, who was then
13. The Olsons owned the house they lived in, which was worth $3,000. Olson is listed as a
cotton farmer. Neither Esther nor Gladys had an occupation listed. Frank 0. and Esther
Olson purchased this lot from Victor and Ida Bengston in 1925, and moved into Austin between
1930 and 1934, when they had this house built. The materials for the house came from Becker
Lumber Company, as evidenced by the release of the mechanic’s lien on the property. Frank
Olson is listed as a farmer in cit directories of the 1930s and l940s. Their daughters,
Bendella, a teacher. Dora, a stenographer for the State Highway Department,, Mildred. an
invoice clerk for EM. Scarbrough & Sons Department Store, and Gladys, a clerk with the
Texas Insurance Checking Office, all lived in the house through the early 1940s. Gladys
married Robert W. Meacham, who is listed as the home-owner in the 1944-45 city directory.

After Frank’s death in 1945, only Esther and her daughter Dora remained in the house. Dora
worked for the State Highway Department for many years. After her mother’s death in 1960,
Dora remained in the house another year. then sold the property to R.C. and Anna Nellie
Foster.

Robert C. Foster ran the R.C. Foster Mercantile Company, a dry goods store on E. 60 Street.
Originally from North Carolina, Foster walked into Austin front San Antonio in 1939, having
already made his mark in the business world selling towels, toothpaste, and other necessities
to work camps during the Depression .Anna Nellie Foster was the daughter of Alex Joseph, a
prominent Lebanese immigrant, who, like many of his countrymen, opened a grocery business
in Austin. The family remained very close over the years. and represent the tightly-knit
Lebanese-American community in Austin- Anna Nellie and two of her sisters all lived on
Avenue H and raised their families together. Neihe Foster passed away in 1985. R.C. Foster
passed away in 2005- The house was sold in 2006 to Rex and Cynthia Baker, III, whose son,
Rex IV was going to the University of Texas School of Law. They sold the house in 2009 to the
current owner, Francis (Frank) E. Wilde, who leads global supply chain strategy initiatives for
Dell Computers.

PARCEL NO.: 02180601120000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The South 70 feet of Lot 40, Shadow Lawn

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $4,951 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,158.

APPRAISED VALUE: 8431,394

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent



PRESENT OWNER:
Francis Wilde
3808 Avenue H
Austin, Texas 78751

DATE BUILT: Ca. 1934

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S) Frank 0. and Esther Olson (1925)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.

LOCATION MAP
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3808 Avenue H
Ca. 1934
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A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING A

PROJECT INFORMATION:
G.1L(Sq7-

DEPA$TMENTALUSE ONLY

FILE NUMBER(S)

TENTATIVE HLC OATE:
TENTATIVE PC or ZAP DATE:

_______________

TENTATIVE CC DAW

______________

CITY INmATED: YES 0
CASE MANAGER: SfCk14e)fLA ROLLBACK: YES)N0

[APPLICATION ACCEPTED BY?

__________________________

BASIC PROJECT DATA:

________ ______

I. OWNER’S NAME: -ai’fcS C. WJde
-

____

2. PROJECT NAME. ()ncyn - PsJi7 Hptse
—.

3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range): 3Ot Ave,7tp ftzip 7B’751 COUNTY: Trai-’is

____

IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:

LOCATED 2 FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N. S. E. W. (CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF
rtVffl Al H (ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS

ONTO), WHICH IS
APPROXIMATELY

_________________________________

DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITh Sb

____________

CROSS STREET.

AREA TO BE REZONED:

_____________________________ _________

0oL (OR) SQ.fl. 8
5. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION;

EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES! SO. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
ZONING USE (IF MORE USE ZONING

THAN 1)
cr3

______

5F-H

__—

(irt)

_____ _____

—

______ZZZEE ________

Reved Ju’y 27, 2009 9

)S ii yes IL’, rnpscArkv.n



RELATED CURRENT CASES:

________________________

6. ACTIVE ZONING CASE? (YES FILE NUMBER;

7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES i(9 FILE NUMBER:

LSIJBDiVISION? (YES/ FILE NUMBER:

9. SITE PLAN? (YES (9i FILE NUMBER;

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL I.D.: -- —

10. VOLUME! PAGE:jnX, ‘3 ‘In! TAX PARCEL ID. NO. 2aL

OTHER PROVISIONS:

________________

11.IS PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT! OVERLAY ZONE? YES (i)
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST]OVERLAY ZONE (NCCD.NP.

etc)
—

12. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? ( .&
113. IS A TIA REQUIRED? YES tØ? (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOT’tHANGING) j3”

TRIPS PER DAY:
CSERIAL ZQNE(S);_..__..____

_____________________

OWNERSHIP TYPE:_____________________________________

__________________________

14. XSOLE COMMUNITY PROPERTY PARTNERSHIP CORPORATION TRUST

If ownership is other than sole or community property, list ndividualsipartnersprincipals below or
attach separale sheet.

OWNER INFORMATION:

15. OWNER CONTACT INFORMATION

;SlGNATUREr —. NAME: FS-ancts E. W (Sc.
FIRM NAME: I Lr . — TELEPHONE NUMBER:W14”)’402 - 24W
STREETADDRESS: 3ôb Avpnj4j -.
CITY: A U.S-h fl STATE 7’xn c, ZIP CODE: Z2f835t._
EMAIL ADDRESS: K — 1? (19 jI.

Revised July 27, 2909 1 (P

CL’



AGENT INFORMAtION QF APPLICABLE:

_______________________

16. AGENT CONTACT INFORMA ON

SIGNATURE: NAME: Tha,l*4 chnie

____

FIRM NAME:

_________— ________

STREET ADDRESS: 7 0 1 14/2 i- 6
TELEPHONE NUMBR. (s7)9’7Z7°

ICITY SlAlt:7Y ZIPCX)DE: 7b7
CONTACT PERSON: fr1 anCL4S7 ,4 TELEPHONE NUMBER:

____________

EMAIL ADDRESS: cctm.,, t vzeanAL4 9itntti. Cct-

______ _______—

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

D. SUBMITFAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

cii
ii

$JJBMITTAL VERICATION

My signature attests to the act liet the dUatirti aw’iaaxi aLkde is ctnrçileie anti accurate to the iesi or my
knowedge. I understand Lhat proper City statt review of this apphcalion dependent upon the accuracy of the
riformation providsd and that any inacctrate of inadequate information provided by meimy fi,mfec nay delay the proper
review of this apphcation.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRI NAME BELOW SIGNATURE
INDICATE FIRM REPRE ENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

itck 2fr3/,t3
Signature (j Date

frbvid Schvnd-/
Name (TypM or Printed)

Firm (If applIcable)

AND

INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

As owner or authonzed agent. my signature authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
applicahon is being submitted

PLEASE TYPE OR PRI NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM REPRE ENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

Y1O-tth i7 2f23/[
Siona%ip Date

Mnruj Qi&+
Nimd (Typed a Printed)

Firm (If applIcable)



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Piat Notes, Deed Restrictions,

Restrictive Covenants
and I or

Zoning Conditional Overlays

.&an4i cC411JE have checked for subdivision plat notes, deed
,J (Print flame of apo.nI)

restrictions, restrictive covononto anWor zoning condlional overlays prohibiting certain uses andlor requiring
certain developrrenl restrictions is. height, access, screening etc. on this properly, located at

0/+ V€nyt 14

__

iAa&.sa a’ Legal Oosciøoa)

J1-2siin,Th( 1S75(

_________

If a conilict should result with the request I am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision plat notes,
deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays it will be try responsibility to resolve
it. I also acknowledge that I tjndersta’d the mplicabons of use and/or development restrictions that are a
result of a subdivision plat notes. deed restrictions, restrictive covenants andior zoning concihonal overlays.

I undecstand that if requested, I must provide copies of any anc ail subdivision p1st notes, deed restrictions.
restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlay inton-nation wt-iich may apply to this property.

-;•uiit Ut141Jfp
(APpIIfl’ ‘ twa) (Date)



C)
TAlC CERTIFICATE NO 1054202

Nelda Wells Spears
Tra’a County Tax Assessor-Cob. or

P.O. Box 1748
Austin Texas 78767

(51k) 854—9473

ACCOUNT NUNIER: 02-1806-0l12-0000

PROPERTY OWNER; PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:
BARER REX 0111 & CYNThIA C 57071 OF LOT 40 SHADOW LAWN
4901 MCGREGOR LN
ZRIPPING SPRINGS, TX 78520-3311

ACRES 0O0O MIN% .000000000000 TYPE

SITUS INFORMATIoN; 3808 AVENUE H

This is to certify that after a careful check of tax records of this office, thefollowing taxes, delinguent taxes, penaltiçs and interests are due on thedescribed property of fle following tax unit (s
YEAR ENTITY TOTAL2009 AUSTIN ISO ALL PAID

CITY OF AUSTIN (TRAy) *pJj, PAID*
TRAVIS COUNTY ALL PAIDTRAVIS COUNTY HEALTHCARE DISTRICT ALL PAIDAC (TRAVIS) IUjL PAID

TOTAL SEQUENCE 0 *ALL PAID

TOTAL TAX: ALL PAID
DNPAIO FEES; * NONE
INTEREST ON FEES- * NONE *

COM14ISSI0N: - NONE *

TOTAL DU ALL PAID*

TAXES PAID FOR YEAR 2009 $10,164.60

ALL TAXES PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING ThE YEAR. 2009 EXCEPT FO UNPAID
YEARS LISTED ABQVE.
The above dqc;ibed property may be gubeot to special valuation based on its
use, and additional rollback taxes may become due. (Section 23.55, State
Property Tax COdç)
Pursuant to Sectjen 31.QS of the Sta.e Property Tax Coce, there is a fee of$10.00 for afl Tax Certificates.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND ANO SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF 02/04/2010

Nelda Wells Spears
Fee Paid: $ic.0o Tax Assess r-Uollector

By; \\

VALDEZC printed on 02/04/2010 09:06:44:70 Pagek

S



Olson-Foster Historic Designation 1

F. L Deed CtuonoloRy

_____________
___________

VoliPiaj
Victor & ida J. Bengston to Frank Oscar& Esther Olson. Vol 380, pp 291-292.
570 P1 OF LOT 40 SHADOW LAWN
November I, 1925
S700

Pearl & f.CNelson; [)orj Olson; Hildegard & Al) Johnson: Vol 2312, pp 21-2W
lleldella & Torn Stokes, Mildred & Mi!ton JarL Gladys & Robert
W’. Meachum. all acting lndiidua1lv and as independent
lExecutrix of the Estate of Esther S. Olson, deceased, to Robert
Coleman and Anna Nellie Foster,
570 FT OF JOT 40 SHADOW LAWN (enclosed)
June 3, 1961
$11,000

Robert Coleman Foster Senior to Robert Coleman Senior Docket 2001 187113
Revocable I .iving Trust
570 rr OF 1.0 [40 SHADOW
September 22, 2001

Robert Coleman Senior Revocable Trust to Rex Ci anti Cynthia Li Docket #2006105581
Baker
570 Fl’ OF LOT 40 SHADOW LAWN
Warranty Deed with l.enders lien (enclosed)
May 31. 2006
5460.687 ($1 50.0011 principal lender’s Lien)

Rex U. Ill linker and Cynthia Baker to Francis Wilde ‘t Docket 20090090
570 Fl OF 111140 SHADOW LAWN
January22, 2010
$344,0000O
WrantyDee4k,kYend9t’sLien _,,,L,_ —

F,2: Occurancv Histo

Year I Occupant Name and Reference J Sourer

_________-

3934 House probably built in 1934 when Frank Oscar City Directory
Olson bought the property and moved in with his
family,

‘——r- —-‘.

19j5-196 • Bendella (teacher), resident 3808 Av H • City Dtrectortes
• Dora (typist State Highway Dvpanmern).

resident 3808 Av H

[. F (car (jisther) farmer, homern.ner 380% Av



• Gladys, resIdent 3808
• Mildred (invoice department F M Scarbrough

& Sons), resident 3808 Mill

Olson$cster Historic D:signaton 2

1937 a Bendella (teacher), resident 3808 Av H • City Directory
• Dora (stenographer State Highway

Department), resident 3808 A’.’ II
• F Oscar (Esther) fanner, homeowner 3808 Mi

H
• Gladys (clerk), resident 3808
. Mildred L (clerk EM Scarhrough & Sons),

resident_3808_Mi_H)
1939 • Bendella (teacher), resident 3808 Mi H • City Directory

• Dora (stenographer State Highway
Department), resident 3808 Mi H

• F Oscar (Esther) farmer, homeowner 3808 Mi
H

• Gladys (telephone operator), resident 3808
• Mildred L (cashier E M Scarbrough & Sons),
llEi4PLPMYt1i.

1940 • Bendella (teacher). resident 3808 Mi H • City Directory
• Dora (stenographer State I lighway

Department), resident 3808 Av F I
a F Oscar (Esther) fiwmer, homeowner 3808 Mi

H
. Gladys (Employee at ‘Texas Insurance

Checking Office), resident 3808 ——

1941 • Dora (stenographer State Highway • City Directory
Department), resident 3808 Mi H

a F Oscar (Esther) latter, homeowner 3808 Av
H

• • M (Iladys (Clerk, Texas Insurance Checking
Office), resident 3808

. Mildred L (cashier F M Scarbrough & Sons),
resident_3808 Ày H)

1942 • Dora (stenographer State Highway • City Directory
Department), resident 3808 Mi H

• F Oscar (Esther) farmer, homeowner 3808 Av
H

• Gladys (Clerk, Texas Insurance Checking
— 0111cc,) sident 3808

1944-1945 • Meacham kobt W (Gladys), homeowner 3808 • City Directories
Avil

p Dora (stenographer Statejjjav



Department), resident 3808 Av H
• F Oscar (Esther) fanner, homeowner 3808 Av

______L

H

______________ _____

Dora P (laboratory recorder, State Highway
Department), resident 3808 Av H
F Oscar (Esther) farmer, homeowner 3808 Ac
H

_________

1949 • Dora P (iaboratorv recorder State highway
Department), resident 1808 Av H

—

• Esther (widow Oscar), hemeowner 3808 AvH
1950- • L)ora P (laboratory recorder, Stale Highway
19W J)epartnient), resident 3808 Av H

______

rn Estherj-iduw OscarLjomcowuer3808AvH
1961 • Dora P (laboratory recorder, State Highway

Department), resident 3808 Av H
[962-1965 • R C Mercantile Co Inc Ceo Mezzetti pres R C

Foster v-pres agey 1802 E 6th

• Roht C (Anna) V-Pres R C Fester Mercantile
(‘o mc, homeowner 3808 Avenue H

uIson-&oster Historic uecignation S

1946-1948 •

‘S

C;

(3
City Directories

• City Directory

• City Directories

• City Directory

• City Directories

1966- • R C Mercantile Co Inc (ice %lezzetti pres It C • City Directories
1967 1-aster v-pres agcy 802 F 6th

• Roht C (Anna) V-Prcs R C Foster Mercantile
Co Inc. homeowner 3808 Avenue H

1968 • Caro]yn (student), resident 3808 Ave Ii • Cily Directory
• R C Mercantile (Do Inc (eo 1enetti pies R C

Foster v-pres agey 1 802 F 6th

• Robt C (Anna) V-Pies RC Foster Mercantile
E Co Inc. homeowner 3808 Avenue I-i

• RohtCJr(studentj,resident3808Avel4_
1969 • Carolyn (clerk, Prudential Insurance), resident • City Directory

3808 Ave II
• R C Mercantile Co Inc (ieo Mez2etti pres R C

Foster v-pres agey 1802 F 6th

• RoW C (Anna) V-Pres R C Foster Mercantile
Co Inc. homeowner 3808 Avenue H

• Robt C Jr (stident), resident 3808_AvdH
‘

1970-1978 • Robt C (Anna) V-Pres R C Foster Mercantile • (‘ity Directories
(‘o mc, homeetner 380K Avenue - -

-

1979-1985 • Robi C (Anna) Pres R C Foster Mercantile Co i • City Directories
Inc. homeowner 3808 Avenue H

3 986-2000 • Robt C. Pres R C Foster Mercantile Co. 1 802 • Cily Directories
R 6°’ Street, honwowner 3808 Avenue H

2001 --- • FosterRobtC • City Directories
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2006 I 1
2006 Rex (3 IV Baker, UT Law Student Neighborhood lnquiry

[1t JraneisE.wi1dc. all
.,.

1.3: Bioaphical Data

FRANK OSCAR AND ESTHER OLSON

Tile house as buili in 1934 for Frank Osuar am] Esther Olson by Martin Shipe intl Sons. F. 0.
Olson was a successfiul pioneer fanner who lived in the house until his death in 1949. He was
horn in Illinois to Swedish immigrants. but then the family relocated to Texas and pursued
agriculture. Olson served in the U.S. Military in World War!- Lsther was a dedicated mother and
housewife.

After Frank’s death, Esther remained in the family home until her passing in 1960. The Olsons
raised six daughters: Miss Dora Olson, Mrs. Pearl Nelson, Mrs. Hildegard Johnson, Mrs.
Bendella Stokes, Mrs. Mildred Sari, and Mrs. Gladys Meachem. Miss Dora Olson lived in the
house for a year after her mother’s death. She worked as a lobby clerk for the State Highway
Department and remained in Austin until her death in 2009. hsther also had two sisters, six
grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. The Olsons were both buried in the Oakwood
Cemetery in Austin, ‘IX through the local Lutheran Church.

Sources
Military Registration Card
Ancestrycorn
City of Austin Internment Report

ANNA NELLIE FOSTER

Nellie Foster was the wife of Robert Coleman Foster, an occupant of the Avenue H home for the
later part of her life. She and her family contributed greatly to the history and culture of the
Shadow Lawn neighborhood and the City of Austin. Nellie was born to parents Alex and
Manoon Joseph, who emigrated from Lebanon, then to Austin. Alex and Manoon had 5 children:
Gloria, Julia, Richard, Nellie, and Agnes. The Joseph family augmented the Lebanese culture
still found today in Austin, Nellie and her three sisters Victoria, Julia. and Agnes all resided in
homes on Avenue 1-I. raising their families together. All four sisters were beauticians prior to
raising their children. Before moving to Avenue I-I, the Joseph family (three Sons and Thur
daughters) resided in the area of downtown Austin at! 08 East First Strcct, close to the current
location of the Austin Convention Center. Nellie’s childhood home has been preserved to this



Olson-Foster FUstohc Desgnation 5 6
day. [Icr father, Alex Joseph, operated a grocery store on Congress. Many of the Joseph children
owned several stores and buildings around Austin.

Gloria Joseph. inanied to VIe Zigup. lived on Avenue II and owned half of the Con Street Cafe.
Julia and her husband Gus Anal lived at 3810 Ave H. Gus founded A&A Appliance, located on
Rume Road will I its closing lasI year Julia & Gus had three kids: Ronnie who took over A&A
Appliance from Gus and lives in Austin; Sonny ran a pawn shop on 6th Street until his recent
passing, and Judy who lives in San Antonio. Richard Joseph currently lives in Houston.

Alex Joseph exemplilied the hard work and rrsn’erance olmany immigrating families to the
Umied States. Alex Joseph was a proud citizen, as he enlisted in World War I while living with
his family, hetore moving to Avenue H. Alex Joseph lived at 3S05 Avenue H with one of
Nellie’s sisters, Agnes. in 1963. I-Ic rcmained chert until his death in 1961 Agnes remained art
the block until 2009, when she passed away in the home at the age of 87 Prior to Alex residing
in the home, Agnes lived there with her husband Leo F. Owens. Leo, ho’icver. died two years
after their rriarriae while serving overseas in Korea. Their son Lee, who was 6 months old when
his father passed awa>, still lives in the home today.

The Lebanese population in Texas often resided in close-knit communities, exemplitied by
Nellie and her family on Avenue I-I. The Lebanese culture also began to assimilate into the
Roman Catholic Church in Texas- Folowirtg this movement. Nellie and bet sisters were all life
ong members and contributors to St. Mwys Cathedral Catholic Church of Austin. Additionally,

the l.ebanese influence holds strong as the tradition of trading was often the business of choice
for the culture. It is no sI.sprise that Nellie’s husband. Robert Coleman Foster, was also in the
same business as her family. as he operated and owned R. C. Mercantile c:onipany.

Robert Coleman Foster and Nellie Foster had 2 children ho lived in the 3808 Avenue H home

with them, Carolyn and Coleman. In honor of Carolyns marriage to Richard Groeskopf in

January of 1970. Nellie planted a pecan tree in the front yard of 3808 Avenue H; the tree

continues to grow in the front yard. Carolyn, who works for Prudential, lives with her husband in

Round Rock. Coleman Iivcs In Austin and works asacoin dealer.

Nellie Foster passed away in the Olson-Foster home on December 23. 1985 She and her family

eft a lasting impact on Shadow Lawn. as her husband continued to thrhe in the family home.

likewise, her large family still continues to work and add to the spirit of the City of Austin.

Sources:
Ancestrvcom
Military Registration Card
Oral History from Catherine Moor (neighbor and family friend)
Oral Hi story’ from Lee Owens (family member)
Austin American Statesman Obituary of Anna Nellie Foster December 23, 1985
Pecan Press Agne.c Joseph Owens Obituary written by Avenue H resident Catherine Moore
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ROBERT COLEMAN FOSTER

Robert Coleman (R.C.) Foster began his occupancy in the Olson-Foster home in June of 1961.
with his wife, Anna Nellie. A prominent businessman, R.C. quickly became well-known in the
neighborhood, as he was referred to as the “Mayor of The Block”.

Robert was born on July 16, 1917 in Davie County, North Carolina to Mr. Coleman Fosters and
Mrs. Mary D. Williams. He traveled to Austin from San Antonio in 1939, walking every step of
the 80 mile journey. In February of 1944, FL. C. married Anna Nellie Joseph, whom he stayed
with until her passing in the Olson-Foster home in 1985.

FL. C. was a successful businessman throughout his li&tirnc. During the Depression. he earned a
living by selling rowe Ic. toothpaste and other necessities to various camps of workers. Robert
used his experience and knowle ge to form his own business in Austin. FL. C. Mertarnile
Company. This place of business was centrally located Austin at I N02 East Sixth Street. tie
owned R. C. Mercantile for c’cr sixt years.

Robert was a kind and friendly soul, and graccd Avenue H with his personality. The block was
tightly-knit. as Nellie’s three sisters all owned homes also on The Avenue. This made it simple
für all of the cousins to grow up and play together with all of the families. A family friend
ascertains that RU. Foster often spent his leisure time on the front porch, enjoying his cigars and
chatting with the passersby. Additionally, his obituary depicts hint smoking a cigar with an
American top hat. At one point in his life, Robert Coleman and his friend Senator Walter
Richards walked the long journey horn Avenue 1-I all the way down to the Night Hawk
Restaurant near lady Bird Lake nearly every night.

R.C. and Anna Nellie occupied the Olson-Foster home from 1961 until their respective passings.
spending a maoriW of their lives in the Shadow lawn home. They raised two children. Robert
Coleman Foster. Jr. and Carolyn Fuser in the family home. Robert Coleman passed away on
June 12. 2005 in Austin. In addition to his son and dauuhter, R. C. was survived by various
grandchildren and great grandchildren of Austin, where the Foster family name still stands
strong, all beginning with the determined and hard-wvrkng Robert Coleman Foster. His bod,
rests in peace with his wife as the Mount Calvary Cemetery in Austin.

Sources:
North Carolina Birth Index — Vital Statistics of Davie County, NC. (1917)
Oral History from Catherine Moor (neighbor and family friend)
(ioogle map of R. C. Mercantile Company location
Austin American Statesman Obituary of Robert Coleman Foster June 15, 2005

REX HAKER VI
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Rex Raker TV lived in the Olson-Foster home from 2006-2009 tthile attending the University of
Texas School of Law. He continued the Raker family legacy of earning a law degree with honors
from the same institution as 3 generations before. His parents Rex Baker Ill and Cynthia Baker
bought the home in 2006. Both parents are practicing lawyers in Dripping Springs, Texas.

Rex Ill is a member of the LIT System Chancellor’s Counsel, allowing him to actively support
current law students attending his alma miner. In addition, Rex III and Cynthia contribute to the
(‘liancellors Excellence Endowment, which provides assistance to students titrotighotit Texas.
‘[his lends to improving the education of our community and slate for years to come.

Rex Baker IV is currently an associate member of Gardere’s Corporate practice group in
Houston, Texas. He specializes in Corporate Mergers and Acquisitions. Energy Industry ‘Team.
and Private Equity lndusnv I earn.

SDUrCCS:
University of Texas S’stems Archive “Their Traditions are Building a Better Future”
Oral History from Kathy Schmidt (neighbor and friend)

FRANCIS F. WlI,DF

In 2009, Francis ([‘rank) Ii. Wilde bought the home, Wilde currently leads global supply chain
strategy initiatives for Dell, Ills career began developing customer relationship management and
supply chain management software fin StIR Technologies. He then transitioned to management
consulting with Deioitte Consulting, leading technology integration and strategy and
performance i;npr’veiiicnt engagements within Deloitte’s Strategy & Operations practice. The
strategy and performance improvements required -a mix of technology integration as well as
process engineering and change marugement to create value for his clients.

After nine years with Deloitte Consulting. Wilde joined Hewlett-Packard and led a perfonnance
improvement organization to launch strategic technology accounts. The organization helped
launch global accounts totaling S2.3 billion in value. Wilde then became an account executive
for our account with American Airlines and had P&L responsibility for a software application
development business with American Airlines, a $240 million contract.

Having spent his career in consulting and operational roles, Wilde launched a strategy consulting
practice focused on marketing strategy, performance improvement and performance management
ut;lizing a mix of crgani7ational design, technology integration. and change management to
create value for the clients.

In addition to impressive professional achievements, Wilde is a devoted and active citizen, He
currently serves an intelligence officer in the U.S. Navy. In 1991, Wilde was member of the
winning team in the National Academic Decathlon. ‘[he team won regionals, state, and
nationals. For their great accomplishment, the team met Phil Graham. Lloyd llentsen, and
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George ILW. Hush in a reception in the Rose (iarden following the competition (See attached
articlet Wilde has also had the greal honor of meeting presidents Ronald Reagan and Rill
Clinton for his various successes.

Wilde comes from a lineage of high achievers. The great Irish poet and playwright, Oscar Wilde,
is an ancestor of the current tenant. In addition, the Wilde family designed and built the
moveable sign around Times Square in New York City, at a time before electronic signs were
developed.

Wilde remains actiie in community service and philanthropic initiatives. In the past, he has ]ed
Deloitte Consulting Community Service Committee in the San Francisco Bay Area, served on
the Executive Board for I lahitar (hr I lun;anity San Francisco, and led community service
initiatives for Deloitte Consulting and Hewlett-Packard throughout his career. Wilde enjoys
strengthening the communities in which we operate. lIe plans to bring his dedication and
strength of service to the citizens oflhe City of Austin.

[he Olson-Foster home has been home to various tradesmen and pnffessionals that have
positively influenced the history of the City of Austin. The wide variety of industries practiced
by the tenants displays an accurate snapshot of the diverse and essential positions that keep our
city progressing.

£4: Historical Events

No kncin historically siniticant events occurred at this Iocaiion.

F5; figh

Attached

F.7:Keproduct ions

Attached

FL Sue Plan

Pledse see attached maps.
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Basis [or Recommendation:

The en, 1934 Olson-Foster House is an exceptionally well maintained example of brick Tudor
Revival bungalow. As this style of home is uncommon in the city of Austin, it is therefore
frequently recognized as historically significant architecture. In addition to the style of home, the
area and tine period in which the structure was built add value to its place in the community.

ARCHITEC’l’U RH

‘Embodies the distinguishing characteristics ala recognized architectui-al style, type, or method
ofconstruction.

A one story, streamlined, brick Tudor Revival-Style bungalow. The house is front-gabled, with a
triangular-pitched roof Round arched front doorway with decorative hardware; also, decorative
ennyways in the back and side of home. The entryway exhibits a round arched window.
consistent with the design of the front door

Interior of the home also embodies classic Tudor design. The central hallway divides the home
into two distinct areas: living quarters and commuruly rooms (Wikipedia) Wood flooring and
medieval-inspired light fixtures bring thc Tudor style to life throughout the home. Multi-paned
windows are presented in groups of 2 and 3, a key characteristic of the Revival Style (Antique
Home).

HiSTORICAl. ASSOCIATIONS

*llas significant associations with persons groups; institutions, businesses, or events of
historical importance which contributed to the hictory o[the city, state, or notion

Robert Coleman Foster and Anna (Nellie) Foster were the second owners of this house. The
family occupied the home from 1961 until 2005, Nellie came from a large family of Lebanese

immigrants, Alex Joseph arid Manoon Joseph. Four of the Joseph sisters Nellie, Victoria, Julia.
and Agnes - lived on Avenue H and raised their families, many of whom have had a direct and
lasting impact on the city of Austin, the Stare of Texas, and the United States,

Agnes Joseph Foster married Leo Owens, who fought and died for his country in the Korean

War. Their son, Lee Owens. still lives in the house he was raised in at 3805 Avenue II. Julia and
Gus Anal built and lived in the home at 3810 Avenue H, Gus’s brother, Wolford Anal, is the
grandfather of Charles Anal, who is now the promoter and booker for the annual Austin City
Limits Music Festival,

In addition to the Joseph decedents. two other Lebanese families lived on Avenue H during this

time. The Foster family represents a subset of an important immigrant population in Austin,
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Robert Coleman Foster grew to be an important figure in Austin through his contributions in
both business and the Hyde Park neighborhood. The R C Mercantile Company was located in
Central Austin. owned and operated by RU for over 61) years. Part of the sign advertising the
merchandising store can still be seen on the east street building, a reminder of Foster’s long-
lasting senice of providing goods to the city of Austin. Foster is an excellent example clan
enduring figure during difficult times and his presence in the neighborhood a “Mayor of the
Block” ascer’.ains his unforgettahic character.

Represents a signi.tican(portrakal ofthe environment ofa group ofpeopk in a historic time:

The Olson-Foster home was constructed during the historically significant architectural bourn of
the 1930’s. During this time, the developer of the Shadow lawn District, Martin Shipe,
envisioned and created more affordable homes for middle-class citizens utilizing the Tudor
Revival Bungalow architecture (Hyde Park Neighborhood Association). This wave of
construction was historically significant as it led to the early efforts of Austin’s suburban
development and the advent of self-sufficient communities.

flumes in the Shadow Lawn subdivision were built later titan the surrounding I tyde Park area, as
Shipc left the land to his wife and daughter. Eventually, the land was used as fair grounds.
evidence of the land’s history can still be seen in the curve in 39 street. which follows the path

of the old fair tack,

Shipe’s development of Hyde Park correlates directly to the advancement of Austin in residential
districts. Building homes for more socioeconomic levels than just uppcr’-class, the Hyde Park

boom set a precedent for the City of Austin citizens to live comfortably and centrally in Tudor
Revival Bungalows (HPNA). ‘Ihe Olson-Foster home is a direct result of this movement in this

architectural design shift.

COMMUNITY VALUE:

In addition, the house adds value to the couLmunity as “contributing structure” in the Hyde Park

Historic District, as it aligns with the following criIeria it was built during the mid 1930’s. a

period of significance for Hyde Park; and, it retains its general appearance from that time

(HPNA).

the Olson-Foster home stands today as it did when constructed in 1934. The i’ravis County

Property Information eeinplifies that no major structural improvements have been made to the

home, and the floor plan retains its historic character.

As previously highlitthted, the 1930’s represems an important time period for the Hyde Park

historic District as this was a time where significant residential changes occurred in the

neighborhood. As the neighborhood began to shift away from its aristocratic origins and appeal

increasingly to the middle and working class, a major architectural shift from lavish Queen Anne
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style designs to the more modest, bungalow style house was seen (HPNA). The Tudor Revival-
Style of the Olson-Foster House embodies this design shift of the 1930s in the Hyde Park
Historic District.

This significance is also noted by similarity in styte of the homes surrounding the Olsen-Foster
house. Four neighboring homes on Avenue H display the sante modest, brick I udor-stvle
common to the constrnction of the time. ilie Olson-Foster house is a true representation ofthis
historical lime for the Hyde Park Neighborhood, and recognizing this important historical
resource would add value in establishing the already historic neighborhood as an official local
historic district.
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- F. a Olson, 71. promldtnt Afl
dunn. died at a local bbspital Sm:
urdai. Surviving are Ws widow,
fl4glfl Mn. Lawrence Na)—
n of Zl$n, MO. Milton Sari, Mn.
tar M4a and Was Don
4)fl aD Of Austin, Mn. Torn

ua .. a Johnra
bcth Of San Antonio: cn sIt.’,
n. Eda Bengton of Austin. Tb.
body b at the Wn Fuieral hna

Funeral antcn will be held

Monday at tfl p. a- at the O.th
nana Lastbnn ctura with the
Rev. S. I. ater. aabt.d bp .
A. L. Scott dftctaUng.

Obituary of F.O. Olson
Austin American-Statesman, January 28, 1945

OLSON—Funeral servicEs for I’.
0. Olson, pioneEr raildent and farm-

• er of Travis county, ‘tre held at
the Getbicane Lut!zeran church
Monday at 2:30 p. m.-wIth the Rev.
5 K Chnterand Dr. A. L. Scott
officIating. Durlhl 4n In Oakwood
under direction 01 Ryltin Funeral
ha.. The hoe Was removed to
the talk boØe, $00 Avenue H,
5.nAay. afternOon. Palibarn
Laotolsont

A&defli End LWa.lhmbe1t
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MRS. fllHER OLSON--

-: 7,!)
• Mn.- Esther Olson, wkk.woI

,;ihe late 7. 0. pis&rjif3 Avel
W.diod in-a local hospfta4. Men-’•

day. Survivors are six daughters.

j Miss Dora Olson of Austin. Mrt
f!S.Neon ol .ELgth. Mrs. A.. a

(T’e4TJohn.son of San Antnnio,
]Mn. Thm-G- Stokes -ef- Houston;

Mrs. Milton H. Sari and Mrs. R.
W. (Bob) Beachem both of Aus
tin; three sisters, Mrs. Emma

aM Miss Anne Holrnberg
•4both of Austin ant Mrs. Victor

NHSOn of1’ Sweden; one broth
er, Robert- - Holmberg of New
Sweden; six grandchildren nd
five great-graMchildrefE\

Funenrsenices will be held
.çThesday at 3:) pin. aJ the Geth-

semane Lutheran flnjriTh with the1
Rev. M. L L*mdqulst, official- I

The body will lie in state ati
ihe wJz tow 2 p.w untit t30[

• nrmai i1T be in Oakwood
Cemetery, under the direction of
the (bok Ftneral Home.

h Pallbearers will be Emil An-i
derson. Hildging Anderson, lies

.P Bedcer. Dt Oliver Strum;
all of Austin. Eddie W’-sling.
Austin and I2wrenrn Olsrin of

‘.jNew Sweden.

Obituary of Esther Olson
Austin Statesman, October 3, 1960

3TRS EtHEWoL%flN
fjnti’i snprc tsr Mrs Ls I

flj-1a’ n:r•[
cT•ri’,’Wl at 30 n al hr Cith
srnanr i.i.hhor4p (Thurc:ti with)

f*e#fi, LundTiii! &fT
tdmt;ng.

r} ?ht t—ctv ifl-h. in
is ifl10 pi

I II bc n ON kwrw,.rI Ce in
etery undcr tb” ilire<’hri, •‘t th
Cook Funcral.)lomc

I’llbearer will 1w’ :mi W
And.’i-n,n, Hihting Anderson. flu

E. mri P. Becker. Dr OIicr Sir-nm,’
hi Westling and Liwrence Olson;

- of Ne Sn njcn

Funeral notice for Esther Olson
Austin Statesman, October 4. 1960
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